
 

 

June 17, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the Supervisors of Franklin Township was held in the Franklin Township 
Volunteer Fire Department Social Hall, was called to order by Dennis Howard at 7:00 pm. The 
Pledge of Allegiance was said by all. Present were Supervisors Dennis Howard, Robert 
Simonelli, Ernest Robinson, Solicitor Gery Nietupski, and Ramona Junkins and Zoning Officer 
Ralph Breiding.     
 

Visitors present: Alan Hauser, Brian Tinko, Gary Gebhardt, Greg Gehr, Tommy Foulkrod, 
Maryellen Voelker, Bob Herman, Pat Knox, James Sachar  
 
A Moment of Silence was observed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS –  
None 

 
MINUTES: 
Robert Simonelli made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting on May 20, 
2025. Ernie Robinson seconded.  Passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS:   
Roadmaster Report – A lot of road repair on dirt roads including raking, planeing and berming. 
We have been doing a lot of cold patching also. So far 6 cross pipes have been replaced. The 
one ton broke down with some break issues. We have hired a new full-time employee and his 
name is Jeff.  
 
FINANCIAL AND TAXES 
Bills – _Robert Simonelli made a motion to approve the June 17, 2025, bill list for a total of 
$33,427.24. Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote.  Carried. 
 
Dennis Howard made a motion to approve June 17, 2025, Supervisor bill list for Robert 
Simonelli for a total of $1,379.26. Ernie Robinson seconded. Yea: Dennis Howard, Ernest 
Robinson. Abstained: Robert Simonelli.  Carried. 
 
Payroll – Robert Simonelli made a motion to approve Payrolls # 12 & 13 of 2025 as presented. 
Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote. Carried 
 
The monthly financial recap was given to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION: No meeting last month.   
ZONING: Signed a couple permits, we did address a need of getting a permit before work is 
started to a couple residents, one person that got a permit might be of a concern down the road 
so I will keep my eyes on that property.  
EACOG: Ramona attended the last meeting, discussed some vendors that bid on the COG bid, 
watched a presentation on payroll and recycling.  
ECATO: Meeting is Thursday at Washington Township.   
WECEMA: No update 
TRAINING FACILITY: No Update  
FIRE DEPARTMENT: This coming Friday is the next wing night. The fire department needs a 
new sign to help us promote our events as our old sign has died. A new sign will cost $20,000; 



 

 

we do have a grant that covers $12,000 of it. We would like to get $8,000 out of our capital 
improvement fund to cover the rest of the sign. 
 
SOLICITOR: Prepared a draft letter for County Council  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Falls Road Intersection – Dennis did speak to the neighbors on Falls Road, and they are not in 
favor of closing Falls Road and vacating that one section. So, Dennis is not in favor of vacating 
that section. Dennis would like to speak with Mark Corey about an alternative idea.  
 
EMS/CECPA/Fire Concerns – No Report 
 
Agreement with the McKean Snow Riders. The township will review coverage on the building 
with the insurance company to make sure both parties would be covered if we rent the building 
out.  
 
Agreements with Washington Township were discussed. Dennis Howard made a motion to 
approve signing the Franklin – Washington Townships Equipment Transfer Agreement. Robert 
Simonelli seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote  
 
Dennis Howard made a motion to approve signing the Cooperative Equipment Sharing 
Agreement. Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote  
 
A discussion on the financing of the tractor came up. Dennis Howard made a motion to 
purchase the new Massey Ferguson and to put a downpayment of $30,000.00 down from the 
Road Machinery Fund and use the old tractor as a trade in for $5,500.00, to finance for a term 
of 5 years. Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote  
 
Reviewed the draft Letter for Erie County Council. Robert Simonelli made a motion to approve 
signing the letter as is and to be sent to Erie County Council. Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed 
by unanimous roll call vote  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Conditional Use Hearing for Greg Gehr. Robert Simonelli made a motion to approve Greg 
Gehr’s conditional use to operate a Low Impact Home Based business out of his garage next to 
his house to fix and do inspections on cars and trucks, to also be mindful of the township’s other 
ordinances, for example noise and junk yards. Dennis Howard seconded. Passed by unanimous 
roll call vote  
 
The PAMA Conference will be held on August 10 – 13 this year in Bethlehem Pa. Dennis 
Howard made a motion approving Ramona to attend the PAMA conference in Bethlehem from 
August 10 -13, 2025. Robert Simonelli seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote  
 
A discussion on Eureka Road South and to seal coat that section of road will cost around 
$21,043.33 after reopening the bid we got before for Seal Coating. Dennis Howard made a 
motion approving Suit – Kote to complete Seal Coating on Eureka Road South of Crane Road in 
the amount of $21,043.33 and adding it when we get Fry Road seal coated. Robert Simonelli 
seconded. Passed by unanimous roll call vote  
 
A discussion on the cost of a new fire department sign was next. Robet Simonelli asked if a sign    
at the Fire Department provides a benefit to the community. Can it put a fire out? Does it 



 

 

provide life saving aid? Does it Improve the quality of aid rendered? Another discussion was on 
electricity and will the current box handle or does it need anything else. Were any other quotes 
received? This is being tabled until next month when we can get some more clarification.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE: Land Bank Open House 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

James Sachar – Can someone thank Ernie for fixing Francis Road; you are putting a decent 
amount of money into seal coating our paved roads but what the people that live on dirt roads? 
Mohawk needs a lot of gravel and so does some other dirt roads.  

 

 

 

 

Dennis Howard made a motion to adjourn at 8:21 pm. Ernie Robinson seconded. Passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. Carried 

 

 

 

 

 

Ramona Junkins, Secretary 


